pints 


p= 
GC 


4 977.202 Bom 


| ; F77PAT 


{ ke | 


>I BL Ic LIBRARY A AA, 


va 4 @& A : [ anal be 
. E i ~ “* F | = Nf Cr iA > 
4 ae bee § e167 | if 
= ww is : 


a 


\\ 


cE MOTION ALYY 


Ge ¥77.202 F77pat 


Patterson Fletcher, 50 years 
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Being in one business for 50 years in itself does not mean so 
much as the solid and lasting friendships and associations formed 


through, those years with customers, suppliers and other 


businesses. 


_ lIt-also gives.a sense of pleasure to know that a true service 


has. been performed for the community—to know that the 


service. has been. appreciated to an. extent that Patterson- 


Fletcher. obs been able: fo paosber and grow steadily. 
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Patterson-Fletcher attributes its success largely to the fact that it is a 
well rounded store—it is the clothing store for the successful business 
and professional man, the smartly dressed young man—the farmer and 
industrial worker. And it is Harry Fletcher who knows and understands 
the wants of such a varied trade. A man of many interests, Mr. Fletcher 
is shown at the left in his victory garden, which has been one of the 
top-flight gardens during the war years. 


It is told of Mr. Fletcher that during the 1920's Mrs. Fletcher drove 
down to the store one evening to meet him. When he tried to start their 
car, the battery stubbornly refused to function. While he cranked, Mrs. 
Fletcher bought some flowers at a nearby corner stand. After much 
perspiring effort on Mr. Fletcher's part, the car still would not start. 
Looking around, he spied Mrs. Fletcher coming with the flowers. ‘Put 
‘em on the motor,’ he called—much to the delight of passers-by, ''the 
darned thing is dead!'' wRAOKO 


It takes more than that to give a thumbnail sketch of Harry Fletcher. 
However, it does help in understanding why he has become so well 
liked. Such quick wit is the proper seasoning for a business judgment 
which has matured for more than 50 years. 


In recognition of his achievements he has been elected president of 
the National Association of Retail Clothiers and Furnishers and also of 
the Indiana Association of Retail Clothiers and Furnishers. 


As president of the Harrison Street Association he has cae ‘instru- 
mental in obtaining many: improvements: on.this business thoroughfare, 
chief among which was the elimination of the bad: Curve. at: Harrison 
and Baker Streets. | carne 
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The picture above is that of a woman without whose whole-hearted 
cooperation and faith in Mr. Fletcher the history of Patterson-Fletcher 
might have been a far different story. 


When Mr. Rubin S. Patterson died in 1906, his widow, Mrs. Harriett 
T. Patterson, was left as sole owner of the concern. During the period 
of eleven years that Mr. Fletcher had worked in the store, Mrs. Pat- 
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Dwight Shirey (left) and Sam Fletcher 


BSiain re Dwight 


Sam Fletcher and Dwight Shirey, as a team, are gradually assuming 
the major responsibilities at Patterson-Fletcher as "Dad" Fletcher 
begins to relinquish the reins. 


However, the partnership of these two men antedates by several years 
their Patterson-Fletcher association. They first became acquainted in 
Fort Wayne's old Jefferson School and their strong friendship continued 
throughout their days at Central High School. After completing high 
school, the two boys gat their heads together and decided to gample 
a year of schooling at .a small denominational school at Lake’ Forest 
on the high bluffs of Lake Michigan." i 

Their first intention was to spend: only-a:year.at Lake Forest and.:then 
complete their college’ work’ at a.large university. However, éarly in 
the first year, Sam conceived: the idea of starting’a clothing.’store. At 
the end of the first year's operation, he’ invited Dwight, his roommate, 
to join him in the .énterprise, So~thoughts-of leaving Lake«<Forést dis- 
appeared, and in the three remaining: years of college: Sam. atid’ Dwight 
operated a profitable “!Campus: Shop’ \.which: providedyelothes: trom 
shoes to hats for practically all’ the: boys omthefcampus’ and: most of 


1895—Old Calhoun Street location. Mr. Fletcher 3rd from left 
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The story of all businesses is a tale of men and their achievements. So 


it is with Patterson-Fletcher. 


Mr. Harry Fletcher came to Fort Wayne just 50 years ago to become 
clothing buyer, chief salesman, window display and advertising man for 
Mr. eG ity So Patterson's ‘men's clothing store. The store was then 
located on Calhoun Sieve across from the court house—the building 
pode tniad by Woolworths. 
The ‘store Peed and eleven years later was 
“doing an annual business of $85,000. However, Mr. 


i ‘Patterson, after a long. illness, died in that year, 


- and: Mr saan became the partner of his widow, 


conan ea was clon that a 


z 


Om =e mae 
ZZ = se ee roy 2 


z 


as es aways 
—_ ee | ee ae 
as ae ee 


a 
2) 


> 


1945—Present Harrison and Wayne Strect location 


His selection of the present location on the corner of Wayne and 
Harrison Streets was considered at that time to be business suicide, 
for Fort Wayne had but one commercial thoroughfare—Calhoun Street. 
And Harrison Street was then a street of homes, a livery stable, a 


Synagogue and very little else. 


However, instead of failure “as prophesied by. bankers, friends’ and 


others, Patterson-Fletcher's. first year. of Dusinass at .Wayne and Har- 
rison was nearly twice “what: it fad been on Calon Street, the 


previous year... something. over. $400, 000. 


From that time on hay trend has: been steadily 
upward—new departments. were ‘added: shoes, 
women's ready- to- “wear, luggadey. ‘golf: “spike aps 
parel and riding equipment-—untih” now ‘the: gonual 
. business is nearly one and a “half: ares oka ts 
Thus, through its: sound policies: 38d: ithe suport 
of ‘the: public -has Patierson-Flétcher grown. fror 
| its: modest. beginnings to. iis: present: ec an: 


ja. nationally. recoynized: entetpaleeSesteemec in 


A strong pride in its home community and a 
feeling of .responsibility .has’ ‘kept Patterson- 
Fletcher ever:.alert’ to opportunities to be of 
service: Over a.period of: years thé store has 
participated whole-heartedly in public’ projects 
and ‘found*:many: occasions to. be of. help in 
supporting= activities for: World. War II. 


Picture number one: Le a -group. of Dike 
Fletchéh misloyeeswho : volunteered* to shuck 
com tontermers auring tHe. farm: labor shortage. 


Working t-erews, these -béople- were helpful ‘to’ 


several farmers in harvesting... 

Number Wtwo is “Patterson. Fletcher's. AeeeArra 
Soe installed early: an the ‘war-+6-aid inthe .. 
enlistment of aviahon cadets: Shown-in the: booth" 


is orchestra leader Wayne Ripe: who ph yoher 
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ing :were then’ contributed to. ‘the. Community 
Chest for distribution-to these unfortunates. 


Realizing that the flood of: réturning. servicemen 
were having. ditficulty “in: finding:-clothing, .Pat- 
terson-Fletcher: sétiaside ‘one-third sof: ifs entire 
stock’ af men's ‘suits for. them; th. the: Gotd: Eagle 


'-. Shop. Shown - inv picture five? is" satesman:, Dick 


Thompson, “himself sacar’ Veteran nelping > 
soldier to a his..tirst suitvotecivilian oe 


Pafterson-Fletcher sAgasstrres tinst a i Fort 
Wayne to rémali opensoneMonaay evenings as 
a -cotirtesy ta detensé: Workers: Thus the: store 
has -attempted=do-showine full measure ts ap 
preciation fo-sheicommunty which has supported 
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Needless to say, the life oft a store such as Patterson-Fletcher is not hui 
drum. Aside from the little’ every-day events, there are certain peaks in t 
career of the. store that keep the scene enlivened. 


Our 50th Anniversary. ‘is.’an appropriate time to recall some of our pr 
vious birthdays, one. of which is shown in.picture number one. That w 
Patterson-Eletcher's: 42nd. birthday: At that time the store was sponsori 
oneof: the first.-man“on-the-street radio programs, and the cake cutti 


Wais broadcast +3 A Northetr Indiana audience.- 


hist? 7: years dao we were emerging, victorious from another war. Duri 
Hat November 4919: ‘Calhoun Street.saw a victory parade made up 
many iloats. Just asthe parade: was starting, Harry Fletcher. spied. a sm 
boy. leading @ goer, which’ he promptly. rented for $2. Bearing the placaf., 

Ne Goi ins Kaiser 6 Goat, : “this, Soimal led by Mr. Hetcher, pack a 
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few years before—in 1915—the Lincoln Highway, which has meant to 
timuch to the development. of Fort Wayne, was opened. Mr. Fletcher is 
shown coatless in picture three.as-he participated in the inauguration of 
{the road for use. 


wiehristmas is always an event at-Patterson-Fletcher. Picture four shows the 
iqorgan installed in the store :each »year to: greet shoppers with carols. 
ifpictures six and seven show ‘parts of 20 Patterson-Fletcher window displays 
depicting Christmas in various. countries. Members of Us S, Consulates in 
. [nese lands helped with advice on foreign customs. 


“Despite the small damage of the: stdfe'sohnetires, if Was A clay of 
'Iitement. on Harrison. Street. 


8 Looking back, it seems. that Patterson-Fletcher has ed 
iis. not a sign of old. age; and. the storé: looks-forward wit! th ta 
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ey Witmer, Manager and .By 
‘Men's and Boys’ Furnishi 


Seorge Winchell, Hat Shop 
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Ralph Fitch, Tailor Shop For 
—a helping hand at rush tin Git 
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— —— | ee Charles Kigar, Department ” anager? 
Ruby Blauvelt, » diva =| and Buyer for Men's Trousers and 
ager—a “stic pe fee Flannel Shirts 


nage tb me 


ran 


Fred Ahimeyer, Men's Shoe Manager 
—showing "civies” shoes to a veteran 
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"Old Timers Club"—all with 25 rs or more 
ntis, Preston 


| of service: (left-topright) Nelson +. | | | 
WG Somers, Harvery Witmer, Charles Kigar, Louie Joe Colbert, returned veteran, show-. 
7 Dilling and Harry P. Fletcher. ing riding apparel in Sports Basement 
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Argyl Bacon Edgar Kettler Ed. O'Rourke 


Marion Baker Douglas Kigar Pete Rafakis 

Bill Brutton Robert Lee Ralph Sebold 
Earl Buchan Don MacPherson Bill Slagle 

Bill Buchanan.,..,::. Robert Malott George Snyder 


Joe Dickerson } Henry Miller, Jr. Stacy Standley 


Joe Moore”* James Tinker 


Bud Ditton 


Ben Harris hgh Philio Muller Tom Urich 


Jack Hadel’’: Robert Pease Robert Vickers 


*Killed in the service of his Country 
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We feel deeply our debt to those who have given so 


much in the service of our country. A total of 27 men 
left Patterson-Fletcher to help maintain ,the ideals ‘of 


democracy. To these men.we: pay -tribute. 


Although they can never “be. fully repaid;.: Patferson- 
Fletcher has given to each of tS regular: dinployess th 
service a “'Civies Card,’ which “ghvgeisthem Pied tisk 


outfit of civilian clothing: at the tone mapas 
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The future of Patterson-Fletcher is dependent mainly upon the future 
of Fort Wayne—and the outlook for this city of well-diversitied in- 
dustries is excellent. 


Fort Wayne has the basic qualities for continued growth and prosperity 
—it is now the second largest city in Indiana, with income well balanced 
from both agriculture and industry—a self-respecting community with 
65%.of its population owning its own homes. 


Strategically located in the great North-Central industrial area, Fort 
Wayne has promise of many additional installations during the next 
decade or two. The ‘city servés a trading area of 70 miles radius and 
is. unhampered by competition’from other large cities for no less than 
85 miles in any direction. 


But: it is, more. than: thesé: marks of physical well-being which foretell a 
prosperous once peg its” 151 years of age, Fort Wayne has the 
Vi GOry: “ahs youth a: pioneer spirit and democratic initiative that is 
always he pi gu ite dor paeeene: progress. 
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